
23 April 2010, 1300 hrs  
   

Updated: URGENT ALERT TO ALL GENERAL PRACTITIONERS & 
IMMUNISATION PROVIDERS 

 
This alert replaces those issued yesterday and earl ier today (0900 hrs) – the essential 
difference being extension to include children aged  5 years, to maintain consistency with 
messaging from the Commonwealth Government.  
 
Temporary suspension of seasonal influenza vaccine provision for all 
children aged 5 years and under 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adverse event reporting currently indicates an increase, relative to previous seasons, in the rate of 
febrile reactions in young children within 12 hours following receipt of the trivalent seasonal 
influenza vaccine. Reactions reported commonly include vomiting and fever. More severe fevers 
have been reported in a small number of cases, with accompanying febrile convulsions.   
 
Hence, a decision has been made to temporarily suspend the free WA program for seasonal 
influenza vaccination in children aged 6 months to 4 years, and to recommend that no child aged 5 
years and under should receive seasonal influenza vaccine, while evidence on the safety of the 
vaccine is considered.  
 
Please note the following: 

1. This recommendation relates to use of seasonal infl uenza vaccine in children 5 years 
and under.  

2. Please retain vaccine ordered for the paediatric program in your practice refrigerator until 
further notice. 

3. No other vaccines in the childhood vaccine program are affected and these vaccines should 
be given when due, as per routine. 

4. Seasonal influenza vaccination for all other age groups should continue as per normal, as 
should use of the monovalent pandemic (H1N1) 2009 influenza vaccine (Panvax) for those 
of any age who wish to be protected.  

 
We regret this interruption to this important vaccination program. Once all the available 
information has been considered we will advise regarding a resumption of the program. 
 
Dr Paul Armstrong 
Director, Communicable Disease Control Directorate  

Government of Western Australia  
Department of Health, WA 

Communicable Disease Control Directorate 

 

KEY POINTS 

·  Provision of seasonal influenza vaccine for childre n aged 5 years and under is 
temporarily suspended due to an apparent increase i n adverse events. 

·  The national influenza vaccination program in other  age groups, and the use of 
Panvax for persons aged 6 months and above, is unaf fected. 

·  The provision of seasonal influenza vaccine for chi ldren aged 5 years and 
under will recommence when it is deemed safe to do so. 


