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Notes:
1. All data in this report are provisional and subject to future revision.
2. To help place the data in this report in perspective, comparisons with other reporting

periods are provided. As no formal statistical testing has been conducted, some caution
should be taken with the interpretations provided.



Summary

Table 1 Number and percentage change of STl and BBV notifications by reporting period, WA

Chlamydia 2,478 1,801.2 5,144 8,789 6,691.2
infectious Syphils s el sl o
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Combined Total

Notes:  'Historical five-year mean (i.e. from 2004 to 2008) for the current quarter.
Zpercentage change of the number of notifications in the current quarter compared to the historical five-year mean of the
same quarter. Positive values indicate an increase in comparison to the historical five-year mean of the same quarter.
Negative values indicate a decrease in comparison to the historical five-year mean of the same quarter.
3Historical five-year mean (i.e. from 2004 to 2008) for the current one-year period.
“‘Percentage change of the number of notifications in the current one year period compared to the historical five-year
mean for the same one year period. For interpretation of positive and negative values, see note 2.

Chlamydia

Figure 1 Number of chlamydia notifications in WA by month, for the two most recent 12 month
periods
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Table 2 Number and proportion of chlamydia notifications in WA by sex, for the two most recent 12
month periods
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Notes:  N/A = Not applicable
The sum of male and female notifications does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown sex are

not shown in the table.

Table 3 Number and proportion of chlamydia notifications in WA by age group, for the two most
recent 12 month periods

Note: The sum of notifications by age group does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown date of birth
are not shown in the table.

e The largest proportion of notifications was among 15 to 24 year olds (65%; n = 5,922).

Table 4 Number and crude rate of chlamydia notifications in WA by Aboriginality, for the two most
recent 12 month periods

Aboriginal 1,298 1,733.0 1,276 1,719.9

Y R BT

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
N/A = Not applicable

e There was improved ascertainment of Aboriginality in the April 2009 to March 2010
period, whereby there was a significant increase in the number of notified cases
determined to be non-Aboriginal. This resulted in a spurious increase of 13% in the
chlamydia notification rate among non-Aboriginal people. Conversely, the notification
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rate increased by only 1% among Aboriginal people and increased by 2% overall, which is
likely to be reflective of the true increase in non-Aboriginal people.

Table 5 Number and crude rate of chlamydia notifications in WA by region, for the two most recent
12 month periods

Goldfields X 632.0
Kimberley X I A
North Metropolitan 3,470 379.6 3,262 363.3

South Metropolitan 3,204 400.1 3,027 384.6
Wheatbel LX) IE
koown | ol [

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
Other = Interstate + Overseas residents diagnosed in WA
Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA
N/A = Not applicable

e Chlamydia notification rates were greatest in the Kimberley, Goldfields and Pilbara
regions, largely reflecting higher rates in Aboriginal people.

e Trends in the chlamydia notification rate varied between regions. Most notable was a 13%
decrease in the Pilbara region and a 12% decrease in the Midwest region.



Gonorrhoea

Figure 2 Number of gonorrhoea notifications in WA by month, for the two most recent 12 month
periods
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e The number of gonorrhoea notifications in the April 2009 to March 2010 period was 22%
lower than the number of notifications in the previous 12 month period (Table 1).

Table 6 Number and proportion of gonorrhoea notifications in WA by sex, for the two most recent 12
month periods

Male:Female ratio

Notes:  N/A = Not applicable
The sum of male and female notifications does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown sex are
not shown in the table.



Table 7 Number and proportion of gonorrhoea notifications in WA by age group, for the two most
recent 12 month periods

Note: The sum of notifications by age group does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown date of birth
are not shown in the table.

e The largest proportion of notifications was among 15 to 24 year olds (52%; n = 676),
although absolute numbers notified in this age range decreased by 19% from the previous
12 month period (n = 839). There were also decreases in the number of notifications
across all age groups.

Table 8 Number and crude rate of gonorrhoea notifications in WA by Aboriginality, for the two most
recent 12 month periods

Aboriginal 1,120.2 1,171 1,578.3

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
N/A = Not applicable

o The gonorrhoea notification rate decreased by 29% among Aboriginal people and by 11%
among non-Aboriginal people.

e Aboriginal status was reported for over 99% of notifications, reflective of the efforts of
public health staff in ascertaining this information.



Table 9 Number and crude rate of gonorrhoea notifications in WA by region, for the two most recent
12 month periods

Notes:
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Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
Other = Interstate + Overseas residents diagnosed in WA
Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA

N/A = Not applicable

Trends in the gonorrhoea notification rate varied between regions. Most notable was the
decrease in the Kimberley region and the increase in the Pilbara region.

Infectious Syphilis

Figure 3 Number of infectious syphilis notifications in WA by month, for the two most recent 12
month periods
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The number of infectious syphilis notifications (i.e. primary and secondary cases) in the
April 2009 to March 2010 period was 48% lower than the number of notifications in the
previous 12 month period (Table 1).

An outbreak of infectious syphilis began in October 2006 in the metropolitan region
among non-Aboriginal men who have sex with men (MSM). The number of notifications in
this outbreak reached a peak in the second quarter of 2008 (n = 31) and declined each
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subsequent quarter to the second quarter of 2009 (n = 6). There was then a small
increase in the number of notifications in the third quarter of 2009 (n = 11) before
another decrease in the fourth quarter of 2009 (n = 3). Notifications remained stable to
the first quarter of 2010 (n = 4).

e A separate outbreak of infectious syphilis began in May 2008 in the Pilbara region among
Aboriginal people. The number of notifications in this outbreak reached a peak in the
third quarter of 2008 (n = 23) before declining each subsequent quarter to the third
quarter of 2009 (n = 0). There was one notification in the first quarter of 2010.

HIV/AIDS

Figure 4 Number of HIV notifications in WA by quarter, for the two most recent 12 month periods
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e The number of newly diagnosed HIV notifications in the April 2009 to March 2010 period was
28% higher than the number of notifications in the previous 12 month period (Table 1).

e The proportion of males and females in the April 2009 to March 2010 period was similar to
the previous 12 month period with 74% (n = 75) males and 26% (n = 27) females.



Table 10 Number and proportion of HIV notifications in WA by age group, for the two most recent 12
month periods

Notes:  All three cases in the 0 to 9 year age group were born overseas and acquired HIV infection overseas
e The median age of newly diagnosed notified cases in the April 2009 to March 2010 period

was 36 years (range: 4 to 61 years) compared to a median age of 38 years (range: 5 to 61
years) in the previous 12 month period.

Table 11 Number and crude rate of HIV notifications in WA by Aboriginality, for the two most recent
12 month periods

Aboriginal

sboriginalNon-Aborignalratio | 002 oel o005 15

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

e The increase in HIV notifications in the April 2009 to March 2010 period was confined to non-
Aboriginal people, in whom the rate increased by 29%.
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Table 12 Number and proportion of HIV notifications in WA by exposure, for the two most recent 12

month periods

Men who have sex with men

Female Heterosexua s awm o
Nalo and Female Unknown/ther | 6| @ 3 m

e There was a 32% increase in the number of notifications among men who have sex with men
in the April 2009 to March 2010 period. These were predominantly men born in Australia,

who had acquired their infections in Australia.

e There was a 15% increase in the number of male heterosexual notifications in the April 2009

to March 2010 period. These were predominantly men born overseas, who had acquired their

infections overseas.
e There was a 39% increase in the number of female heterosexual notifications in the April
2009 to March 2010 period. These were predominately females born overseas, who had

acquired their infections overseas.

Hepatitis B

Figure 5 Number of hepatitis B notifications in WA by disease status, for the two most recent 12

month periods
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Table 13 Number of hepatitis B notifications in WA by disease status, for the two most recent 12
month periods

Newyacqured | B & @ o

e The number of newly acquired hepatitis B notifications in the April 2009 to March 2010
period was 45% lower than the number of notifications in the previous 12 month period.

Table 14 Number and proportion of hepatitis B notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
sex, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Male:Female ratio

Notes:  N/A = Not applicable
The sum of male and female notifications does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown sex are

not shown in the table.
e The number of hepatitis B notifications increased by 24% among males and decreased by

7% among females.

Table 15 Number and proportion of hepatitis B notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
age group, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Note: The sum of notifications by age group does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown date of birth
are not shown in the table.

e The largest proportion of notifications was among 25 to 39 year olds (48%; n = 359).
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Table 16 Number and crude rate of hepatitis B notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
Aboriginality, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Aboriginal 7] 7 I B

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
N/A = Not applicable

e The hepatitis B notification rate decreased by 52% among Aboriginal people and
increased by 12% among non-Aboriginal people.

Table 17 Number and crude rate of hepatitis B notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
region, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Golafieds
imberley I I I
North Netropolitan

South Netropolitn
Wheatbel
DS I I 77\ I/ B 17

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
Other = Interstate + Overseas residents diagnosed in WA
Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA
N/A = Not applicable

e Trends in the hepatitis B notification rate varied between regions. The number and
notification rate in the Kimberley region more than doubled. However, this was
substantially due to an increase in asylum seekers detained on Christmas Island, who
come from countries with a high incidence of chronic hepatitis B infection, and who are
routinely screened on arrival. Notifications for Christmas Island are nominally attributed
to the Kimberley region.
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Hepatitis C

Figure 6 Number of hepatitis C notifications in WA by disease status, for the two most recent 12
month periods
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Table 18 Number of hepatitis C notifications in WA by disease status, for the two most recent 12
month periods

Newyacqured | 8 & 103 o

Table 19 Number, proportion and ratio of hepatitis C notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in
WA by sex, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Male Female ratio

Notes:  N/A = Not applicable
The sum of male and female notifications does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown sex are
not shown in the table.
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Table 20 Number and proportion of hepatitis C notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
age group, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Note: The sum of notifications by age group does not necessarily equal the total, as notifications with an unknown date of birth
are not shown in the table.

e Hepatitis C notifications were evenly distributed among most adult age groups.

Table 21 Number and crude rate of hepatitis C notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
Aboriginality, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Aboriginal T e s 1739

Total

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
N/A = Not applicable

e The hepatitis C notification rate increased by 7% among Aboriginal people and decreased
by 15% among non-Aboriginal people.
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Table 22 Number and crude rate of hepatitis C notifications (newly acquired + unspecified) in WA by
region, for the two most recent 12 month periods

Gotarieds
imberley 102.4
North Netropolitan

South Netropolitan
Wheatbel

Notes:  Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population
Other = Interstate + Overseas
Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA
N/A = Not applicable

e The hepatitis C notification rate decreased in eight of the nine regions. Most notable was
the 27% decrease in the Pilbara region.
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